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St. Francis Historical Society
Bylaws Revisions - 2015

Summary of Revisions

April 18, 2015
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Original Society Bylaws Of 1978 Are Being RevisedOriginal Society Bylaws Of 1978 Are Being Revised

To Achieve The Following Goals:To Achieve The Following Goals:

Summary of RevisionsSummary of Revisions

•• Comply With Current State & Local StatuesComply With Current State & Local Statues

•• DesignateDesignate NojoshingNojoshing Newsletter & Website As OfficialNewsletter & Website As Official

•• Clarify Membership YearClarify Membership Year

•• Define Membership Levels & Related BenefitsDefine Membership Levels & Related Benefits

•• Clarify Board Member Positions & DutiesClarify Board Member Positions & Duties

•• Clarify Board Member & Officer Election ProcessClarify Board Member & Officer Election Process

•• Allow Electronic Communication As Official ChannelAllow Electronic Communication As Official Channel
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Comply With Current StatutesComply With Current Statutes

•• The Society isThe Society is ““nonnon--discriminatory in compliance withdiscriminatory in compliance with
state, federal and local laws.state, federal and local laws.””

•• Tax exempt status maintained through the IRS andTax exempt status maintained through the IRS and
““Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing,Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing,
and the Wisconsin Department of Revenue.and the Wisconsin Department of Revenue.””

•• Status is reported to the State Historical Society and theStatus is reported to the State Historical Society and the
““Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions.Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions.””

•• Copies of official Society documents as well as copies ofCopies of official Society documents as well as copies of
official meeting Minutes will be maintained at theofficial meeting Minutes will be maintained at the
Society offices inSociety offices in ““Minutes Books,Minutes Books,”” available foravailable for
Membership and public review.Membership and public review.
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Newsletter & WebsiteNewsletter & Website

•• TheThe ““NojoshingNojoshing”” newsletter is stated as the officialnewsletter is stated as the official
newsletter of the Society.newsletter of the Society.

•• The Society website is stated as an official source ofThe Society website is stated as an official source of
information for Society business.information for Society business.

•• Official released of information or notifications to theOfficial released of information or notifications to the
Membership are issued through both theMembership are issued through both the NojoshingNojoshing
newsletter and the Society website.newsletter and the Society website.

•• Society website URL:Society website URL:

http://stfranciswihistoricalsociety.org/
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Membership YearMembership Year

•• Membership year remains January 1Membership year remains January 1stst –– December 31December 31stst..

•• Dues expire on December 31Dues expire on December 31stst -- not January 20not January 20thth..

•• Members must beMembers must be ““in good standingin good standing”” –– that isthat is ““withwith
dues paid in fulldues paid in full”” –– to be eligible to vote at a meeting.to be eligible to vote at a meeting.

•• Four (4) member meetings are held during the year. AllFour (4) member meetings are held during the year. All
are the 3are the 3rdrd Saturday of the month:Saturday of the month:

–– January (the Annual Society Meeting)January (the Annual Society Meeting)

–– AprilApril

–– JulyJuly

–– OctoberOctober
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Membership Levels & BenefitsMembership Levels & Benefits

•• Four (4) membership levels are available:Four (4) membership levels are available:

–– Annual Individual (1 vote at meetings)Annual Individual (1 vote at meetings)

–– Annual Family (up to 2 votes at meetings)Annual Family (up to 2 votes at meetings)

–– Annual NonAnnual Non--profit / Small Business (1 vote at meetings)profit / Small Business (1 vote at meetings)

–– Annual Corporate (1 vote at meetings)Annual Corporate (1 vote at meetings)

•• Each Active Membership receives one (1) copy ofEach Active Membership receives one (1) copy of
NojoshingNojoshing newsletter via either regular mail ornewsletter via either regular mail or eMaileMail..

•• Membership Levels RemovedMembership Levels Removed

–– Annual Student (no longer available)Annual Student (no longer available)

–– Annual Sustaining (no longer available)Annual Sustaining (no longer available)

–– Lifetime (no new Lifetime memberships available. CurrentLifetime (no new Lifetime memberships available. Current
lifetime members remain and are allowed 1 vote at meeting)lifetime members remain and are allowed 1 vote at meeting)
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Board Members & DutiesBoard Members & Duties

•• Five (5) Board of Directors are elected by theFive (5) Board of Directors are elected by the
Membership. They have three (3) year terms.Membership. They have three (3) year terms.

•• Four (4) Officer positions (Four (4) Officer positions (President, VicePresident, Vice--President, Treasurer,President, Treasurer,

andand SectretarySectretary) are elected by the Membership. They have) are elected by the Membership. They have
one (1) year terms. They are also Board Members forone (1) year terms. They are also Board Members for
that year (calledthat year (called ““exex--officioofficio””))

•• Duties of all Directors include conducting the affairs ofDuties of all Directors include conducting the affairs of
the Society and regular attendance at official meetings.the Society and regular attendance at official meetings.

•• Duties of the four Officer positions are spelled out.Duties of the four Officer positions are spelled out.

•• The Board of Directors may also create other DirectorThe Board of Directors may also create other Director
positions as they see fit.positions as they see fit.

•• ““HonoraryHonorary”” Director (Board elected) positions allowDirector (Board elected) positions allow
designated members to vote as a Director withoutdesignated members to vote as a Director without
regular meeting attendance.regular meeting attendance.
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Board Member & Officer ElectionsBoard Member & Officer Elections

•• Board of Director and Officer elections are held duringBoard of Director and Officer elections are held during
the January Annual Membership meetingthe January Annual Membership meeting

•• Members first vote for election of members to vacantMembers first vote for election of members to vacant
Board of Directors seats.Board of Directors seats.

•• Members then vote for election of members to theMembers then vote for election of members to the
Officer positions.Officer positions.

•• The nomination process for both Board and OfficerThe nomination process for both Board and Officer
positions is now spelled out.positions is now spelled out.

•• A member may not hold both an Officer and (actual)A member may not hold both an Officer and (actual)
Board position at the same time.Board position at the same time.
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Electronic CommunicationsElectronic Communications

•• The Society was formed in 1977 / 78, prior to modernThe Society was formed in 1977 / 78, prior to modern
communications methods likecommunications methods like eMaileMail or the Internet.or the Internet.

•• The Bylaws were revised to allow the Board of DirectorsThe Bylaws were revised to allow the Board of Directors
to conduct votes on issues viato conduct votes on issues via eMaileMail, with follow, with follow--up atup at
the next Board meeting.the next Board meeting.

•• The Bylaws were revised to allow Members to beThe Bylaws were revised to allow Members to be
notified of announcements, events, and pending votingnotified of announcements, events, and pending voting
issues throughissues through eMaileMail and the Society website, in additionand the Society website, in addition
to the current regular mail methods.to the current regular mail methods.
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